On on Dr. W. J. Crawford's experiments with Kathleen Goligher, as a preliminary item, we 
would do well to note Inglis "Science and Parascience" on Goligher and d'Albe, also: https:// 
archive.org/stream/journalofsociety21soci#page/18/mode/2up - from Inglis text (p. 82), 
compares Gholigher's more suspicious materializations to those witnessed by S-N, mentions 
pseudopods and how d'Albe never satisfied himself that she was really using her foot, 
appendix contributed by Gow challenged conclusions of d'Albe, Barrett referring to table "I 
could not pull it down for the life of me", other suprised "to find so much happening at so 
bright a light", table "remained in space, well over the heads of the sitters", etc. quote from 
appendix, pp. 57ff, regarding controls: http://digital.slv.vic.gov.au/view/action/singleViewer.do? 
dvs=1484328722052~399&locale=en_US&metadata_object_ratio=10&show_metadata=true&V| 
EWER_URL=/view/action/singleViewer.do? 
&preferred_usage_type=VIEW_MAIN&DELIVERY_RULE_ID=108&frameld=1 &usePid1=true&useP 
id2=true p. 80 of Inglis text "Kathleen's feet were sometimes tied to her chair, sometimes 
actually enclosed in a box: it made no difference. He could see that they were not responsible 
for the impressions in the clay: he could even walk between her and the clay without 
interrupting the ‘rods’ at their work.” 


Stanley de Brath's introduction in his The Physical Phenomena of 
Spiritualism, pp. 23-24: "The classical experiments in Telekinesis are those 
by Dr. W.J. Crawford, D.Sc. He experimented with the Goligher family in 
Belfast for six years (1914 to 1920) and the following is a brief account of 
his experiments. 


"The Medium, having seated herself on a chair placed on a platform- 
weighing machine, and the total weight noted, the 'spirit-operators' were 
asked by Dr. Crawford to levitate the table - a small one, weighing about 10 
lbs. This was promptly done, and the weight of the Medium was increased 
by the weight of the table. This was repeated many times, always with the 
same result. 'The increase in weight was not precisely that of the table, but 
within 5 per cent. of it. When the table was pressed downwards it offered a 
peculiar elastic resistance, as though it were floating in water’." 


He found that during the levitation there was an invisible link connecting the 
Medium and the table, for when he placed his hand in certain places the 
table dropped to the floor. Though usually invisible, the ectoplasmic 
substance was palpable - it felt cold, soft, and clammy. If the hand were 
gloved, the table did not fall so readily. It did not drop at all when the space 
was explored with a glass rod. The link was of the form ofarodwhich had 
the power of becoming a cantilever" 


Horace Leaf, who attended Crawford-Goligher seances, in his book "What 
Is This Spiritualism" (1919) pp. 35-36 wrote on the controls: 


"The experiments were conducted in a light strong enough to enable all 
present to see the objects in the room; whilst the tables used for levitations 


were so situated as to make it quite impossible for any of the mediums to 
lift them, even if they could have done so without being detected. The 
greatest freedom was afforded Dr. Crawford, who spent many hours within 
the circle and in all places around it. He continually worked under the 
levitated table and between the levitated table and the medium. 
Complicated instruments were introduced, and placed below the table, 
whilst Dr. Crawford often placed his arm and hand in the space between 
the medium and the table. As a result of these and other precautions and 
tests, eliminating all possibility of fraud, Dr. Crawford was enabled to 
confirm the reality of psychic force and discover two of the ways in which it 
is used by spirit communicators when producing physical phenomena." 


| would also like to excerpt from Lord Rayleigh's 1938 article on physical 
phenomena, "The Problem of Physical Phenomena in Conjunction with 
Psychical Research", PSPR 45: 1-18 - the specific excerpt begins on p. 8 
and ends on p. 12, since so much is dealt with that without addressing 
McCabe directly, and since it directly deals with the statement of Joseph 
Jastrow, in The Case For and Against Psychical Belief, p. 307, "The case of 
Dr. Crawford is most instructive. He is an engineer; his subject, the usual 
jeune femme of the drama, lifts a table and performs similar feats of what 
Richet calls telekinesis; but the explanation is that a psychic rod acting asa 
cantilever is exuded from the body of the medium and lifts the table or 
makes raps; and by adopting a code the "operators" (he does not like to 
call them spirits) by taps assure Crawford that his theory is correct. Sir 
Bryan Donkin, M.D., calls attention to the "superabundant exposure of the 
massive credulity and total defect of logical power displayed by Dr. 
Crawford (who gives) the most pathetic picture of a willing victim of 
pernicious deception." Dr. Crawford committed suicide. After his death a 
further examination of the medium was made by the translator of the 
sumptuous volume of Schrenck-Notzing and Mme. Bisson, the sponsors of 
the ectoplastic performances of Eva C., which the translator credits as 
genuine; contrary to expectation he discovered definite evidence of fraud 
photographically documented. He agrees with a hostile critic that "the 
cantilever which worked the experiments in Crawford's book was the leg of 
that Irish medium." The minute detail of apparatus and all the paraphernalia 
of an engineering experiment which fills the Crawford books must ever 
remain an amazing document in the story of the metapsychic. As proof of 
what prepossession can do to a trained mind the case is invaluable." 


| disagree with Rayleigh's view that D'Albe caught Goligher in fraud, and | 
substantiate my views after this excerpt and subsequent discussion, but, 
without further ado, the excerpt: "We come next to the investigations of the 
late Dr W. J. Crawford of Belfast with Miss Kathleen Goligher as medium. 
[FOOTNOTE: Recorded in his three books: The Reality of Psychic 
Phenomena, London,. 1919, here referred to as R.P.P.; Experiments in 
Psychical Science, London,. 1919, referred to as E.P.S.; The Psychic 
Structures at the Goligher Circle London, 1921.] Dr Crawford was a lecturer 
in mechanical engineering at the Municipal Technical Institute of Belfast, 
and from enquiries | have made he seems to have impressed other 
scientific men favourably. The medium usually sat with a circle of her own 
friends and relations, a fact to which due prominence must be given. 


Dr Crawford's work was largely directed to determining the mechanical 
reactions of the forces which came into play in the levitations he observed. 
For this purpose he placed the medium on a weighing machine, to 
determine whether the seat of the reaction was on her. He worked by the 
light of a red lamp, of which more will be said later. 


Dr Crawford describes how he was able to have a table weighing about 10 
lbs. levitated and kept steady about eight inches up in the air for as long as 
he required to make a test of the addition to the ordinary weight of the 
medium. This was two or three minutes, and apparently he could have had 
more, for on each occasion he indicated that he had finished. It was found 
that the medium gained weight about equal to that of the table. These 
steady conditions could only be obtained after the sitting had continued for 
some time. 


Dr Crawford interprets this gain of weight by the medium as due to an 
invisible cantilever or rigid bracket, which comes out from the body of the 
medium, and supports the table. Mrs Sidgwick, in a review of Dr Crawford's 
first book, hints that this "cantilever" is nothing else than the medium's leg. 
Many statements in Dr Crawford's various publications, however, are 
definitely at variance with this hypothesis. Thus (E.P.S., p. 119) "Practically 
no palpability is experienced when one cuts through the psychic structure 
with the hand, or, say, with a piece of wood." [FOOTNOTE: See also R.P-P., 
p. 87.] 


Dr Crawford's hypothesis is, however, so fraught with mechanical 
difficulties that it is questionable whether it really helps much to correlate 


the facts he has determined, assuming that these latter are correct. To 
begin with, it is almost self-contradictory to postulate a structure which is 
rigid to act as a cantilever, and not rigid at all for the hand or a piece of 
wood to pass through it. The attempt to imagine a medium rigid for some 
purposes but not for others is not new to science. Problems of this 
character arose in connexion with the elastic solid theory of the 
luminiferous ether, which was to show rigidity for carrying rapid transverse 
vibrations, and fluidity to allow solid bodies, e.g. the earth in its orbit, to 
pass through. {FOOTNOTE: A short explanation of this matter may be 
useful. When it had been established that light, like sound, was of the 
nature of a wave movement, it was considered necessary to postulate a 
medium in order to convey it. If the waves were waves of compression, as 
is the case of sound travelling in air or water, then a fluid medium would do, 
and there would be no particular difficulty in understanding how solid 
bodies could pass through it. But waves of compression could not account 
for the phenomenon called the polarisation of light. When a ray of light 
passes through a suitable polariser, such as a tourmaline crystal, it 
acquires " sides " as Sir Isaac Newton expressed it. It is no longer an 
indifferent matter if the beam is rotated on its own axis. We can prove this 
by a second tourmaline crystal. This will only transmit the beam if it is 
placed parallel to the first tourmaline. If crossed with the first there is no 
transmission. Now waves can only give room for effects of this kind if they 
are transverse to the direction of propagation. It is clear that there can be 
nothing of the sort in compressional waves for hi these no one transverse 
direction can have preference over any other. It was therefore concluded 
that the vibrations were transverse. But (apart from what happens at a free 
surface) fluids cannot transmit such waves. Elastic solids can do so in 
virtue of their stiffness. Hence the elastic solid ether.] Lord Kelvin at one 
time appealed to the properties of bodies like hard pitch or cobbler's wax, 
which while reacting to very rapidly alternating forces, will yield viscously in 
time to forces applied steadily in one direction. [FOOTNOTE: | need 
scarcely say that the elastic solid ether is now superseded by quite a 
different order of ideas.] But to satisfy Crawford's hypothesis the 
requirement is that there should be great stiffness for persistent forces, and 
fluidity for more transient ones. This is too much to ask. Another difficulty is 
boldly stated by Dr Crawford (E.P.S., p. 117). "How can it be", he says, 
"that a rigid structure two or three feet long can issue from the medium's 
body and support 30 or 40 Ibs. weight at its end, and the medium 


experience no inconvenience?" [This of course applied to a different 
experiment from that already referred to with the 10 Ib. table.] Dr Crawford 
has his own tentative answer to this question, though | cannot personally 
feel satisfied by it. But in this and other instances the candid way in which 
specific questions are faced produces a favourable impression, compared 
with the mere appeal to mysticism of so many writers on these subjects. Dr 
Crawford's theory perhaps raises more difficulties than it answers; 
nevertheless, if work of this kind is ever satisfactorily built into the scientific 
edifice, | do not doubt that he will rank as a pioneer. 


Space is lacking to go into further particulars of Dr Crawford's work. It is 
necessary to mention that he died by his own hand before the whole of it 
was published. | shall return to this point a little later. 


About a year after Dr Crawford's death, the late Dr E. E. Fournier D'Albe 
proceeded to Belfast and had a series of sittings with Miss Goligher, with a 
view to confirming and extending the work of Crawford, [The Goligher 
Circle, London, 1922.] which had impressed him favourably. He failed to 
obtain any phenomena which he could regard as evidential. It was 
apparently admitted that they were not so (p. 43). Although he expressly 
reserves the question of whether any of Dr Crawford's results could be 
accepted as supernormal it is pretty evident that he thought they could not 
be. Towards the end Crawford had obtained numerous photographs of 
what he regarded as " psychic structures " rendered visible under special 
conditions. They are published in his last book. The half tone blocks made 
from these photographs are undoubtedly very suggestive of pieces of 
muslin or the like, hung from the bottom of the table or knotted on to its 
legs. Fournier gives similar pictures of much better definition published as 
actual photographic prints, not half tone blocks, and | fully agree with him 
that they show the material to be a woven product. This is the most 
damaging feature in the whole case. Fournier also tells in detail how he 
saw the medium raising a stool with her extended foot. Fournier worked as 
far as possible under the same conditions as Crawford. He had the same 
circle of sitters, and in one instance actually held the sitting in Dr 
Crawford's house. He also used the identical appliances, lent by Mrs 
Crawford. These circumstances are of some importance because they 
show that she remained on friendly terms with the medium, and can 
scarcely have attributed Dr Crawford's collapse to his having been 
ultimately convinced that the medium had deceived him. Dr Crawford 


stated in his posthumous letter that this was not the reason of his 
breakdown, and |, for one, accept his statement. 


No really valid reason seems to be known for doubting the candour and 
accuracy of either Fournier or Crawford, so far as they are describing what 
they themselves observed. Fournier says (pp. 48, 49) :" | have no reason 
to doubt the conscientious and accurate character of Dr Crawford's 
observations and records." 


Fournier thinks that Crawford was too soon convinced that all was well, and 
relaxed his vigilance prematurely. But Crawford's letters written during the 
last few months of his life, and given by Fournier (pp. 66-70), negative this 
view, for they are full of details of the various precautions which he took. 


Fournier emphasises strongly that the shadow of the table afforded 
protection for fraudulent manipulation, but there are passages in Crawford's 
books which seem to be a complete answer on the point. Thus (R.P.P., p. 
13): "Even with the largest table it is sometimes possible to see completely 
underneath (as | have done), to see the feet and bodies of all present at 
rest, and hands held together in chain order, while the table has been 
steadily levitated." 


Again (Psychic Structures, p. 8) : "A strong red light was falling upon the 
space below the levitated table while another source of red light was 
showing from behind so that the whole area between the medium and the 
levitated table was itself quite visible, and | shifted my position into various 
positions in the circle, looking at the space below the table from different 
angles. But to all appearance the space was empty----- 


If we accept this statement as being, in Fournier's own words, 
"conscientious and accurate," | think it is clear that his criticism fails. 


Fournier says (p. 49) : "The tests to which he [Crawford] submitted the 
medium completely satisfied him as to her bona fides so that he no longer 
thought it necessary to control the other sitters as well." It is, however, 
instructive to compare this with a passage from Crawford (R.P.P., p. 16) : 
"The experiments in Chapter III show conclusively that while the table is 
steadily levitated nearly the whole of its weight is upon the medium. 
Therefore it follows that if anyone is lifting the table with any part of his 
body, it is the medium, and the others are not concerned." 


Moreover Crawford states (R.P.P., p. 81) that he was allowed to move 
anywhere between the sitters and the levitated table except immediately in 
front of the medium. If this statement too is accepted as "conscientious and 
accurate", it is difficult to see the force of Fournier's remark above quoted, 
in which he suggests fraud of the sitters as the factor neglected by 
Crawford: the more so that he claims to have seen "levitation" achieved by 
the medium's foot. Fournier does not seem to have really made up his mind 
whether the table was fraudulently raised by the medium, or fraudulently 
raised by the sitters. 


| must frankly admit that | am unable to sum up this case to my satisfaction. 
Fournier does not profess to discuss Crawford's work in detail, and he 
seems tacitly to admit that for all he can say some part of it may have been 
correct, though he evidently does not think so. Crawford's publications 
contain a complete answer to Fournier's general objections, and | am 
unfavourably impressed by Fournier's failure to notice this. On the other 
hand, Fournier does seem to have proved that the medium was on 
occasion fraudulent. It is difficult to understand what could have been her 
motive in continuing to deceive Crawford for the first three years, during 
which there was no payment. It is also difficult to discount either witness. 
Crawford is confirmed on the main points by several other observers. [See 
in particular Whately Smith, Proceedings S.P.R., vol. xxx, p. 314, 1920.] 
Fournier stands alone, but produced his photographs, showing the woven 
texture of what purports to be a "psychic structure". Both records are very 
satisfactory in point of detail and internal consistency, standing far above 
the available accounts of D. D. Home in this respect; and the very matter- 
of-fact style of Crawford's narrative makes any idea of hallucination seem 
altogether out of place. In this unsatisfactory position | must leave the 
case." 


The technical critique of this work is given by Mr. McCabe in /s Spiritualism 
Based on Fraud ?, pp. 59-63, but from the above overviews we can already 
see the problems of it. He attacks the use of red light without citing a 
source, similarly, | can cite Cecil Adams, of "The Straight Dope" (a source 
liked by some "skeptics" | have encountered), to the effect that "Red light 
has minimal effect on night vision because its energy level is so low that 
the eye doesn't register it strongly enough to produce a compensatory 
reaction." 


As regards the table levitation, McCabe omits items that refute his thesis, 
which are shown by Rayleigh above. He attacks William Barrett, but does 
not attempt to dispute Barrett's testimony, which provides remarkable 
corroboration as regards raps, levitations, etc., definitively shifts the 
argument against McCabe, and is as follows (PSPR 30, pp. 334-337). Here 
is an excerpt: 


"Through Dr. Crawford's kindness | was permitted to join the circle in 
Belfast, during the Christmas vacation, 1915, and was allowed to bring with 
me a medical friend, Dr. W., who kindly consented to make any 
pathological or physical examinations of the medium that might be 
necessary. 


The sitting took place at the residence of the medium's family, a small 
upper room having been regularly used for the sittings. This room was 
lighted by an incandescent gas burner, and a flat flame gas burner inside a 
lamp with a large pane of red glass on the side facing the circle. The circle 
of seven persons sat round a small table and each clasped hands with the 
adjoining sitter. We sat just outside, and close to, the circle. After some 
hymns had been sung, the gas burner was turned off, and the red light 
illuminated the room sufficiently to enable us to see the sitters and the 
table. The gas flame inside the red lantern was at my request subsequently 
raised, so that there was quite enough light to see the objects and sitters in 
the room. A tin trumpet stood below the table, the latter had four legs, with 
no cross bar on two sides, but a cross bar between the legs on the two 
shorter sides, away from the medium. 


Knocks soon came and answered questions. Three knocks for yes, two for 
doubtful, and one for no. Messages were also slowly spelt out by repeating 
the alphabet aloud, a knock coming at the right letter. The knocks appeared 
in some cases to come from the table, at others from outside the circle. 
Suddenly a very loud knock came in response to a request, and was 
repeated with violence. Dr. W. asked for it to be still louder, and a 
tremendous bang then came, which shook the room and resembled the 
blow of a sledge hammer on an anvil. After the sitting we examined the feet 
of the sitters and all had felt slippers on, except one who had light shoes, 
and none could have produced these sounds with their feet. Then came 
some remarkable sounds resembling the sawing of wood, the boring of 
timber, and the bouncing of a ball. First a small ball bouncing up and down, 


and then apparently a larger ball bouncing up and down, the gradual dying 
away of the sounds as the ball came to rest very cleverly reproduced. 


The trumpet below the table then began to move about, and the smaller 
end poked itself from under the top of the table towards Dr. W. and myself. 
We were allowed to try and catch it, but in spite of all our endeavours it 
eluded us, darting in and out and changing its position as we tried to seize 
it. The medium was on the opposite side of the table to us and all the circle 
held up their hands—so that we could see each linked hand clearly—as the 
trumpet played hide and seek with us. 


Then the table began to rise from the floor, until it reached a height of some 
twelve or eighteen inches, and remained thus suspended and quite level. 
We were allowed, first myself and then Dr. W., to go beneath the clasped 
hands of the sitters into the circle and try to force the table down. This both 
of us found it impossible to do; though we laid hold of the sides of the table 
it resisted our strongest efforts to push it down. | then sat on the table when 
it was about a foot off the floor and it swayed me about, finally tipping me 
off. We then< returned outside the circle, when the table turned itself 
upside down and moved up and down with the legs uppermost. Again we 
entered the circle and tried to lift the table top from the floor, but it appeared 
riveted, and we were unable to stir it. When we resumed our place outside 
the circle, the table floated up and turned itself over again with its right side 
uppermost. During these experiments and whilst the table was levitated, all 
the sitters repeatedly held up their clasped hands, so that we could see no 
one had any contact with the table, they were in fact so far from it that we 
could walk between them and the table. Other knockings came, and then 
the knocks bid us good- night by rapping two or three times to each person 
in succession, particularly loud knocks being given to Dr. W. and myself. 
The circle then sang the Doxology, and offered up prayer, and the sitting 
terminated. The next evening Dr. Crawford had arranged his tests with 
weighing machines, and Dr. W. took the pulse and breathing of the 
medium, with the object of noting any change during the manifestations. 
After half an hour of waiting and hymns, knocks came and a message was 
spelt out, "We are sorry we cannot give any demon- strations to-night." 
Asked if we, the visitors, were the cause, "No" was replied. Could we 
remove the cause? "No." Was the cause on their side, a spiritual one? 
"No." Was it a material cause ?" Yes." After the previous sitting Dr. W. had 
made some trials of lifting the table by putting the feet beneath the short 


cross bars of the table. This could be done clumsily, and the table raised 
(but not level) for a few inches. So the next evening we went provided with 
a long strip of paper to paste round the lower part of the table, to prevent 
these cross bars being used if the medium attempted to lift the table in this 
way. What was our surprise to find the cross bars had been sawn off close 
to the legs; then we were told that our trials had shown that the table could 
be partly lifted by the feet under the cross bars, and so they had sawn off 
the bars to remove any sus- picion. We asked the unseen friends if this 
caused the manifestation to cease, and were told "no," but we should have 
asked them about it beforehand. Finally we were led to infer the material 
Cause was in the medium herself. After the circle had broken up Dr. W. 
remained behind and examined the medium, and found that she was 
suffering from a feminine disorder that evening. It was useless to sit again 
until the medium was well, so we returned to Dublin the next day; but were 
cordially invited to go again later on, which | hope to do." 


The followingfrom W. Whately Smith comes from the same issues of the 
PSPR, on p. 312, and is as follows: "The following account of the sitting 
witnessed by myself is taken from my contemporary notes. For the sake of 
brevity | have omitted a few irrelevant details, but none which would affect 
the main issues involved. This sitting took place in Belfast on Saturday, 
Dec. 9th, 1916, at 8.0 p.m. It was held in the room in which most of Dr. 
Crawford's work has been done, at the house of Mr. Goligher, the father of 
the medium. There were present Mr. Goligher, Miss Anna Goligher, Miss 
Lily Goligher, Mr. Morison, Mrs. Morison and Miss Kathleen Goligher, the 
medium. These formed a circle of about 5 ft. in diameter, sitting with joined 
hands in the order named, i.e. —with Miss Kathleen Goligher between Mrs. 
Morison and Mr. Goligher. Dr. Crawford and | sat outside the circle and 
were free to move about as we pleased. The ordinary seance table was 
placed in the centre of the circle and a large two-piece metal trumpet stood 
just outside the circle, between Mr. Goligher and the medium. The 
arrangement is shown in the diagram. [...] The room was lighted by a fish- 
tail gas burner enclosed in a sheet-metal box fitted with ruby glass sides 
and placed on the chimney-piece to the medium's right front as shown. It 
was warmed by a gas-stove which stood on the floor diagonally opposite 
the light. This was rather important, as will appear later. It is difficult to give 
any precise idea of the degree of illumination given by the gas. | can, 
perhaps, best indicate it by saying that it was a good deal stronger than | 


should care to use in a photographic dark-room. | found that when my eyes 
had become accustomed to the light, i.e. after about ten minutes, | could 
clearly see every object in the room unless it happened to be in deep 
shadow. The proceedings opened with singing. After a few minutes, and 
while the singing was still in progress, strong raps were heard which beat 
time to the tune. These were apparently produced on the floor in the 
neighbour- hood of the medium. They sounded very definite, that is to say, 
as if someone were knocking firmly on the floor with a piece of hard wood; 
they in no way resembled the sound of an electric discharge as some raps 
have been said to do by certain observers. The singing stopped and the 
proceedings proper began. First came a variety of raps of all kinds from 
scarcely audible taps to real "sledge hammer" blows which shook the 
whole floor. These latter could not normally have been produced without 
the aid of some heavy percussive instrument or violent kicks with the heel 
of a boot. The members of the circle were holding hands and all hands 
were Clearly visible to me. | am sure that no one present could have made 
sufficiently violent movements with their feet without attracting my attention. 
When the raps ceased the large metal trumpet already mentioned moved 
into the circle sliding along the ground apparently under its own power, so 
to speak, the sitters next to it (Miss Kathleen Goligher and Mr. Goligher) 
raising their hands to allow it to pass. It then fell on the floor under the 
table, and after a few moments’ scuffling about it was separated into its two 
component parts. These two parts then rose into the air and projected 
towards me from under the table, being at this juncture not more than 18 
inches from me. | was invited to take hold of these two parts and | 
accordingly grasped each in turn. | found, in each case, that | could move 
the end which | held to and fro in any direction with the greatest ease, 
although | was conscious of a slight elastic resistance. But when | tried to 
twist either of them about a longi- tudinal axis | was quite unable to do so. 
So great was the resistance to torque that | can only describe it by saying 
that it felt as if the lower ends of the two parts were embedded in a large 
mass of solid concrete, freely suspended so as to allow of transverse and 
longi- tudinal movement, but so heavy as to preclude twisting. After a few 
moments these two parts of the trumpet fell to the ground, and shortly after 
the table began to move about. This table was about 2 feet long and 1£ 
feet broad and was made of dark painted or stained wood. It had four legs 
of the ordinary turned variety, which had no cross-bars between them, and 
weighed about ten pounds. First it moved to and fro over a range of about a 


foot. Then it was rotated about a vertical axis at the rate of about 15-20 
revolutions per minute. At the request of Dr. Crawford the direction of 
rotation was reversed without delay and apparently without difficulty. This 
rotation was distinctly jerky rather than smooth, and on the whole | should 
say that this irregularity was due rather to the intermittent nature of the 
rotating impulses than to inequalities of friction against the floor. The table 
then moved again slightly, to adjust itself apparently, gave one or two tilts, 
and finally rose clear off the floor to a height of at least 12 inches. In the 
course of the evening it did this some six or more separate times. On each 
occasion | bent down and looked clear under the table. | was particularly 
well situated for this observation, since, as already explained, the gas stove 
used for warming the room was diagonally opposite me and emitted a 
reddish glow from the heated metal, as well as gleams of light from cracks 
or the like. It was easy, as the table swayed gently to and fro in the air, to 
bring each leg in turn in line with this glow— by moving my head slightly 
from side to side—and thus to satisfy myself that there was nothing in 
contact with any of the legs. On two occasions when the table was clear off 
the ground all the members of the circle lifted their hands above their 
heads, in which position they were verified by me. After two or three of 
these preliminary levitations | was invited to step inside the circle, and | 
accordingly did so. | grasped the table firmly with both hands and did my 
utmost to prevent it moving, but | was quite unsuccessful. By dint of great 
exertion | could prevent it from moving in any one direction and could keep 
it steady for a second or so, but it instantly moved in some other direction, 
the force changing with great rapidity. The amount of force exerted was 
quite extraordinary, indeed incredible to anyone who has not actually ex- 
perienced it. | estimate that at times | exerted pressures of fully 100 Ibs. 
weight. At one time the table was made so heavy that | could not lift it. At 
another time, when | had for a moment relaxed my grip, it levitated within 
six inches of me. While it was thus suspended in the air | again took hold of 
it and found that although | could move it, within limits, easily in any 
direction in the plane of its top, | encountered a remarkably solid resistance 
when | tried to push it downwards and towards the medium at an angle of 
about 45 degrees. So great was the resistance in this direction that it felt 
like push- ing against a solid strut of wood or metal. During the whole of 
this time | was standing within three feet of the medium and, most of the 
time, facing her. | could see distinctly the whole of her body down to the 
knees, and the light from the lamp fell directly on to her lap. Her feet were 


in shadow and | could not make them out distinctly. This is natural as she 
always sits with them tucked under her chair and her heels against its 
crossbar. | could infallibly have detected any movement of the medium, and 
| can certify that she sat absolutely motion- less during the whole time that 
the table was performing these violent evolutions. | later sat on the table 
and, with my feet clear of the floor, was moved a distance of about six or 
eight inches. In addition, the table was three times tilted up to such an 
angle that | was unable to retain my seat. Finally, after | had dismounted, it 
pushed me to the extreme edge of the circle, moving to a distance of fully 
four feet from the medium in the process. In this posi- tion | tried my 
hardest to push it back. Again it felt like pushing against a solid strut. By 
putting out all my strength | was only able to move it an inch or so. Certain 
minor incidents also took place, and one or two interesting variations on the 
above were introduced. 


For instance, raps were produced on the under surface of the table while | 
rested my hands on the top, and | could plainly feel the wood quivering 
under the blows. Again, at one time the table was thrown upon the ground, 
levitated in this position (legs horizontal and pointing towards the medium), 
and finally restored to its upright position. This last process was performed 
with difficulty and only succeeded after several attempts. It was done by a 
series of strong jerks, exactly as if manipulated by an invisible hand which 
appeared to try to change its grip rapidly but sometimes missed it." 


Later critiques of Goligher would claim that her "ectoplasmic cantilevers" 
were actually muslin cloth, though destruction of such a hypothesis occurs 
with the experiments of F. McC. Stevenson, "An Account of a Test Seance 
with the Goligher Circle." Psychic Research Quarterly 1: 113-117, the 
relevant excerpt is on pp. 116-117: “The lady members of the circle were 
thoroughly searched and examined by Dr. B. and Dr. M. before entering the 
séance room. The male members of the circle were searched by myself. | 
can go so far as to say that Miss Kathleen Goligher, the medium, had not a 
shred of white fabric, whether clothing or otherwise, on her person. This 

is vouched for by the two lady doctors. Before the photographs were taken 
the circle broke up, leaving the medium sitting in the chair with no one near 
her but myself. As previously stated, | saw the plasma with my own eyes 
three times as depicted in each photograph. It was seen also by several 
others in the room. Dr. B. saw it once ; Dr. M. saw it twice ; others saw it as 
well. “ My sincere thanks are due to the two lady doctors and to Mr. Pollock, 


who came at much personal inconvenience ; also to Mr. S. and Mr. Hunter, 
the latter of whom took the trouble to make a special journey from the north 
of Ireland in order to be present. Last, but not least, my best thanks are due 
to each and every member of the Circle for their loyal co-operation. “ To 
anyone who has carefully followed the painstaking work of the late Dr. 
Crawford any confirmation of the truth of the results he obtained would 
appear to be both presumptuous and unnecessary; but for the benefit of 
those sceptics who remain unconvinced | am glad to bring forward the 
above evidence which, | submit, is irrefutable. “| am confident that no one 
who has attended such a séance as | have described can help feeling that 
they have been in the presence of an unseen intelligence with powers 
beyond our human understanding. | might point out one important fact, viz. 
—that one of the cameras used was fitted with a wide-angle lens. This 
camera was placed on the floor quite close to the feet of the medium for the 
purpose of giving a photograph of the ‘ plasma ’ at close quarters. In this 
photograph the mesh of the stockings is plainly visible, but the plasma 
shows no structure, nor can any be discovered on examining the negatives 
under the microscope or by other means. “ (Signed) F. McC. 
STEVENSON.” [This last point is important ; it constitutes additional 
evidence against the possibility of the substance photographed being some 
kind of white fabric brought into the séance room and arranged by the 
medium. We have in our possession a copy of a statement signed by Mr. 
Stevenson, Mr. 8., Mr. Pollock, Mr. Hunter, Dr. E. G. B., and Dr. S. M. This 
statement testifies to the facts that “ the members of the Goligher Circle 
were thoroughly searched by Dr. E. B., Dr. S. M., and Mr. Stevenson, that 
the precautions described above were taken to ensure that neither plates 
nor cameras were tampered with,and that “ one exposure was made ina 
visibility clear enough to enable everyone in the room to detect any 
movement of either Miss Goligher or any member of the Circle, allof whom 
were sitting at some distance from the medium.” The statement concludes 
with the following words: “We un- hesitatingly affirm that this séance has 
been conducted under strict test conditions ; that the phenomena we have 
seen, and the photographs that have been taken of the * plasma,’ are 
results which it is an absolute impossibility for any human being to have 
engineered or produced.” We shall be glad to consider similarly careful 
records of investigation from others who are studying these subjects.—-ED. 
P.R.Q.] 


